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“...until...” for melody instrument
Version 3 : Tabla Lahara

Introduction

This version of “...until...” was composed in Calcutta in 1974 for Tabla Lahara and is to be performed by two
(or possibly three) musicians in the North Indian classical music tradition of Kheyal.

The Lahara, traditionally a short repetitive melody accompanying a tabla improvisation, is to be played on any
suitable melody instrument with a range of a minor tenth upwards of the violin G-string. Whereas a classical
Lahara remains basically the same throughout a piece, “...until... ” #3 slowly transforms the melody in a series
of phases, ending at a pitch- and time-shifted metamorphosis of the original.

The Tabla is represented by its two usual constituents, the smaller (pitched) ddydn and the larger bdaydan. Here
two dayans are needed, tuned respectively to the initial tonic D (pitched as the violin open string) and to the final
tonic E-flat a semitone higher. At one point in the piece, a rapid switch from the D- to the E-flat dayan is
indicated, so that they should be suitably placed next to each other.

In addition a smoothly tunable Drone is needed, initally set to the above-mentioned tonic D and executable if
necessary by a third performer. During a certain given time-span, it has to be tuned upwards — very slowly and
smoothly — by a semitone. An instrument with a tanpura-kind of sound is preferable.

Version 3 was composed in two forms, a simple (3.1) and an intricate (3.2). Either can be performed, though the
latter is preferable. They are here written in a combination of Western and Indian notation; see also the glossary
on the last page.

The Lahara part is written in the treble clef, paired by the Indian sargam (=solfége) system, denoting one octave
of the chromatic scale as follows: Sa re Re ga Ga ma Ma Pa 0Oha Phani Ni,

exactly equivalent to Do Reb Rejf Mib Miy Fa Fag Sol Lab Lay Tib Tib

Sargams in the octave below the tonic D (later E-flat) are underlined in the score.

Note that the Icelandic letters [0] & [P] (small & capital, internationally known in phonetics and resembling the
English #4 in this) distinguish this phoneme from the sound of the English letter [d], also used here below.

If a stringed instrument is employed, change the bow constantly, observing the regular bowing marks: the Lahara
is somewhat like a mutating XIVth century isorhythmic color and restarts each time with a downbow.
Ornamentation in terms of Portamento and Glissando should be added ad lib according to the Kheyal practice of
gamak, mind etc.

The Tabla part is notated according to the traditional 5ol system (syllables resembling the drums’ sounds) as
well as in a Western notational representation of the bols’ phonetic structure, according to the following scheme:

The note-heads v v v o v e e v v v e w9 v v
on the bass clef pitches F F G G G G G A B B ¢ e g b
denote the phonemes t d p ph 8 h n r k g u a e i

Syllables ending with [n] and [p] are shown by [°] and [.], respectively.

This part shows only the basic structure (called #héka) of the North Indian metre (#d/), and is an invitation to
improvise in the indicated tal. Here, too, a common Icelandic letter is used: [p], resembling the English ¢4 in thin.
Note that the aspirated [ph] and [0h] sound quite distinct from the unaspirated forms.

Version 3.1 is for the most part in one metre, 10/4, hosting Jhaptdl, a tal of ten beats divided into 2+3+2+3 and
represented by its théka “ohi na dhi ohi na pi na dhi dhi na”. Each bar is to be repeated the same number of
times; alternatively, a dove-tailed scheme such as the following (given in bar-numbers) may be devised for
moving more slowly through the piece: 111211221222322332333433443444...etc.

At bar 10, which is to be repeated six times, the drone’s pitch is very slowly raised by a semitone, taking 40
seconds to complete the glide; both soloists are to remain in this bar for this. At bar 12 the tablaist rapidly
switches to the E-flat dayan, thereafter continuing to improvise in the successively truncated Jhaptdl as indicated
in the score.



Version 3.2 involves changing metres and Lahara tempo, the Tabla tempo thereby remaining factually constant
at 90 bpm in spite of moving through various tals with different numbers of matras (beats).
The first 13 sections are labelled [A] to [M]; the following table shows various details:

Section | Metre | Metronome | Tabla tal (cycles) | matras | Lahara tempo ratio Lahara cycles (duration)
A 12/4 J=90 Ektal (3) 12 1:1 (MM 90) 3(247”)
B 12/4 ..=90 Kaharva Tal (3) 8 3:2 (“MM 135”) 3(16”)
C 15/8 2=90 Jhaptal (2) 10 9:5 (“MM 162”) 3(137”)
D 5/4 2=90 Jhaptal (3) 10 8:5 (“MM 144”) 4 (20”)
E 5/4 J=90 Jhaptal (4) 10 6:5 (“MM 108”) 4(27”)
F 6/4 J=90 Dadra Tal (6) 6 4:3 (“MM 1207) 4 (24”)
G 6/4 2=90 Dadra Tal (6) 6 5:3 (“MM 150”) 5247
H 12/8 .=90 Kaharva Tal (4) 8 15:8 (“MM 168%”) 5217
I 4/4 J=90 Kaharva Tal (6) 8 5:4 (“MM 112'57) 5327
J 4/1 /=60 Ektal (24) 12 25:24 (“MM 93%4”) 25(3°127)
K 4/1 /=80 Matta Tal (12) 18 25:18 (“MM 125”) 25(2°24”)
L 4/2 J=80 Vasant Tal (6) 9 10:9 (“MM 100”) 5(36”)
M 12/4 J=90 Ektal (~6) 12 1:1 (MM 90) ~6 (47”)

From this one sees that the Lahara tempo factually moves through 12 different values, arranged just like the
frequencies of a twelve-tone row of the form C G Bb Ab Eb F A B E C# F# D, also that the first nine sections last
almost the same as the tenth section [J] alone.

The Tabla player should delineate each section clearly, aiming to reach a climax (with e.g. a tihdi or cakradar
recommended) at the first matra (sam) of the section following.
During bar 81 (the five times repeated first bar of Section [M]) the drone is very slowly and smoothly raised a
semitone, taking 40 seconds to complete the glide; at the end of that time it is apparent that the Lahara is now
back in its original form, but however a semitone higher and a beat earlier than the Tabla; just before the start of
the next and final section ([N]) the Tabla drops a beat and jumps a semitone to the E-flat-tuned dayan, thus
catching up with the Lahara. The rest of the piece involves the reduction of the Lahara in length and pitch
material to the new tonic E-flat alone, the Tabla delineating each bar and the Ektdl-shortening process through an
clear attack on every first beat.
Version 3.2 has a duration of about 11% minutes.

Cologne, 21 March 2002
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Glossary of Hindi musical terms used in the introduction

Three forms of transcription have been used in this score —

1. English spelling, for generally known instruments, forms and styles: Tabla, Tanpura, Lahara, Kheyal,
2. Vowel-phonetic, for special terms such as bayan, gamak, théka,

3. Consonant-phonetic, for performed syllables such as in sargam and bol (q.v.), not included in glossary.

Term Pronunciation* | Hindi | Explanation

bayan ba-ya T Hemispherical drum, ca.22cm@, also called daggi (s.Tabla); means ‘left’.
bol bol A Mnemonic syllabic system for tabla strokes, e.g. dhin; means ‘speak’.
cakradar | ¢ak-ra-0ar =2 | Thrice- repeated tihai (q.v.); derives from chakra or ‘wheel’.

dayan 0a-ya 2 Pitched ca.14cm@ conical drum, also called fabla (q.v.); means ‘right’.
gamak ga-mak % | Rapid gliding ornament similar to the Western mordent.

Kheyal khyal | Dominant style of N. Indian classical music; means ‘creative thought’.
Lahara la-ha-ra B Short cyclic tune accompanying drum improvisation; means ‘river’.
matra ma- pra HET A beat in a tal/ (q.v.); means ‘measure’, linked with word ‘metre’.

mind mind Hiz Glide from or around a note, similar to Western portamento/glissando.
sam sam T Start (the first matra) of a tal (q.v.).

sargam sar-gam gwH | Sol-fa pitch system, comprising Sa Re Ga Ma etc. from which it derives.
Tabla ba-bla T@S1 | Most prevalent N. Indian drum pair consisting of daydn and baydn (q.v.).
tal pal A Cycle of grouped beats, e.g. Jhaptal (2+3+2+3); means ‘clap’.

Tanpura | pan-pi-ra A | Nasal sounding stringed instrument used as drone.

théka thé-ka (not phé- | 2= Basic rhythmic structure of a td/ (q.v.); means a ‘push’ or a ‘hit’.

tihai bi-hai e | Short rhythmic phrase, thrice-repeated to end on the sam (q.v.).

*[a] in bun, [4] in bar, [2] in bar, bu-t nasal, [¢] in N.Engl. bay, [i] in be, [6] in N.Engl. bow, [11] in boo,
[¢] in cheese, [p] in thin, [3] in then, consonants when followed by [h] strongly aspirated; all else like R.P.English.
Underlined syllables stressed.




Section

(@]

Tabla tal (90 bpm)

no. of beats

no. of cycles

Ektal| 12 3

B | Kaharva Tal| 8 3

C Jhaptal| 10 2

D Jhaptal| 10 3

E Jhaptal| 10 4

F Dadra Tal| 6 6

G Dadra Tal| 6 6

H | Kaharva Tal| 8 4

I | Kaharva Tal| 8 6
J Ektal| 12 24
K Matta Tal| 18 12

L Vasant Tal| 9 6

M1 Ektal| 12 5

M2 wuncated EkTAL| 11 |

N Ektal| 12 |

wuncated EKZAL | 11 |

wuncated £KZAL | 10 |

wuncated LKZAL] 9 |

wruncated FKTAL 8 |

wuncated EKEAL | T |

wuncated EkTAL|  5Va 1

wuncated LKEAL | 4V |

wuncaed EKEAL | 3 |

The End| 1 |
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